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The almost unprotested presence in tlie public schools of mentally defective children, many of whom should be in institutions for the feeble-minded, is accounted for by a didactic, nonpractical training of teachers in anatomy, physiology and psychol-?gy, by their disinclination to give precious time to a problem which has had as yet no administrative solution, and by the confusion at present existing as to the meaning of the terms used to describe mental defect in its various grades.
Happily each of these causative conditions shows signs of speedy improvement. The demonstration of school children's physical defects through the inauguration of general medical inspection, and the problems arising therefrom, will without doubt revolutionize the training of teachers, showing as it will the necessity for a more useful knowledge of the structure and functions of the human body. Clinical psychology is an expression of the same advance in the study of the mind.
The demonstration of these defects is likewise inciting educators and physicians to devise measures for their relief, with the natural consequence that standard terms for description and classification will be universally adopted in the near future. In attempting to discuss conditions actually existing in the schools of a large city, such as Philadelphia, it is necessary to use some system of classification for the purpose of a common understanding; and the lack of such universal standard, already commented upon, has led me to adopt the following one, which evades the use of such terms as "retarded," "defective," "pseudo-backward," "atypical" and "exceptional."
It may be said that mental defect in school children exists in four groups of cases:?
1. Children in whom defect is only relative. 
